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INTRODUCTION

Welcome

The Rock School embarked with humble beginnings in 1996. From its conception, the school has had one main goal in mind: to provide our children with a safe place to obtain an affordable, quality education in a Christian environment from a God centered curriculum.
The Rock School offers an opportunity for your child to grow intellectually and spiritually in a supportive environment. We welcome students who want to be challenged and motivated in their intellectual pursuits. At The Rock School, students develop the mental capacity and confidence to succeed in today’s world and to accomplish their highest goals. We encourage students to find the calling the Lord has placed on their life.

The Rock School provides a challenging academic atmosphere for students in Kindergarten through 12th grade. The curriculum is designed to prepare all students for success in college and beyond. With small classes and incomparable teachers, The Rock School builds a caring school community where each student is challenged to perform at their maximum ability and potential. 

We invite you to join the students at The Rock School to develop your skills and abilities while discovering who you are in Christ.

Proverbs 22:6 : “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.” 
Vision 

Our main goal is to provide our children with a safe place to get a quality academic education in a Christian environment from a God centered curriculum.  Another goal is to teach the Bible as the inspired Word of God with the emphasis on all academics having its foundation from the Bible.  Through these teachings, we want to help each child find and develop their own gifts and talents.

A quality education can only be achieved through a concerted effort on the part of the family, the church, and then, the school.  If these three are in agreement, it produces a strong foundation that cannot be quickly destroyed. 
Hours of Operation
Office Hours
7:45am-4:00pm
Monday through Friday

School Hours
8:00am-2:45pm
Monday through Friday

ADMISSIONS AND REGISTRATION

Eligibility Requirements

Enrollment in The Rock School is open to all students who are able to perform the academic work, meet the financial obligations, and agree to be governed by the rules stated herein.  
Kindergarten Age Requirement

Any student entering the Kindergarten program at The Rock School must have reached their fifth birthday on or before September 15 of that school year.
Nondiscrimination Policy

The Rock School of The Rock of Montgomery, Inc. admits students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school.  It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national, or ethnic origin in administration of school programs.
Special Education

The Rock School requires that students work on grade level in order to remain eligible for continuing enrollment at the school. The Rock School complies with the “American Disability Act” and offers reasonable accommodations to properly identified students who supply appropriate documentation. The public schools are subject to the mandates of the “Individuals with Disabilities Education Act” (IDEA) and can provide such programs and services. If it appears that a pupil may have a disability, the school’s administration will be happy to assist parents in obtaining evaluations and placement in one of our local public school systems.

Enrollment Process
The process of enrollment at The Rock School for new student’s is as follows:

1.
Pre-Registration


a. Fill out and return the Pre-Registration Form


b. Pay the non-refundable Registration Fee


c. Submit Current and Past Years Report Cards


d. Submit a Letter of Recommendation 


e. Schedule a School Tour (Optional)

2.
Registration


a. Parent and Student Interview


b. Complete Registration Paperwork


c. Submit Blue Immunization Card


d. Submit copy of Birth Certificate


e. Submit copy of Social Security Card


f. Submit copy of Parent/ Guardian’s State Driver’s License
Students will not be admitted if they have been expelled from a prior school, have a history of behavioral, social, or emotional problems, have a history of drug or alcohol use, have been involved in criminal activity, or are known to be of poor character.
Returning Student Enrollment Process
Returning student registration will open in February each year. Returning students wishing to re-enroll for the next school year must send their registration fee along with the re-enrollment form. Returning students are given preference for enrollment only until April 1st. After April 1st they are considered along with any new students.
Financial Policies

Total tuition, books and registration may be paid in full at the time of enrollment or anytime during the year. There is a 5% discount on tuition if paid in full by July 1st. If you choose to make monthly tuition payments, the tuition will be divided into 10 monthly payments beginning August 1st and continuing through May 1st. 
Tuition payments are due on the first (1st) day of each month and are late after the tenth (10th) day of the month. There will be a $15 late fee charged per student to your account if payment is received after the tenth (10th) of the month. The non-refundable registration fee is due at the time of registration. Book fees are due by June 1st.



  Registration Fee
Books

Tuition

Monthly Payments


(Due Upon Registration)
(Due June 1st)

Kindergarten

$175

$200

$2,500

$250

1st-6th Grade

$175

$300

$2,700

$270

7th-12th Grade

$175

$300

$2,900

$290

A student will not be allowed to attend school if the account is thirty days past due.

Accounts that are thirty days past due will be turned over to collections.

The Rock School accepts cash, check, or money orders.

We will only accept cash payments on accounts that are two months past due.

In the event of a financial hardship, please contact us before the account becomes past due.

Additional Fees

Fee


Amount

Due Date

Applies for Grades
SAT Fee

$ 45 per student 
Due January 1st 
K5-12th Grades

Aftercare

$ 125 per student
Due Monthly

K5-8th Grade

Daily Aftercare
$ 10 per student
For “Drop-Ins”
K5-8th Grade

Graduation Fee
$ 30 per student
Due April 1st 

K5 Students




$ 55 per student
Due April 1st 

12th Grade
Withdrawal Policy
Parents should notify the school as soon as they know that their child will be withdrawing for any reason. A Withdrawal Form must be completed stating the date of withdrawal, the reason for withdrawal, and whether or not the teacher has cleared the student. The Rock School’s withdrawal policy is as follows: If a student withdraws before December 30th, the parent will be financially responsible for the full cost of tuition and book fees. However if a student withdraws after December 30th, the parent will be financially responsible for the current month’s tuition, past due balances, and book fees. This policy applies to all families whether they are paying monthly installments or have paid for the year in full. Both the parent and the principal must sign the Withdrawal Form. A copy of the form may be required by the new school that the student will be entering. Transcripts will be sent to the new school upon request. No academic credit can be given nor transcripts released until the withdrawal process is complete. 
ATTENDANCE POLICIES
School Day
The school day begins at 8:00am sharp and the students are expected to be in class and seated at this time. The day ends at 2:45pm with the beginning of dismissal.
Before School

Students may be brought to school as early as 7:00am. Students who arrive between 7:00am and 7:40am must go to the school gymnasium. Students will be supervised by a member of the faculty until 7:40am at which time the students are allowed to enter the main building and go to their classrooms. Students are not allowed to eat or finish their breakfast in the classroom. No student is allowed to be on campus before 7:00am. This policy is in place to assure the safety of our students.
After School

Students are dismissed at 2:45pm and must be picked up by 3:00pm. If parents are picking up from the car line, students’ names and grades should be written on a school designated color coded sign and placed on the car’s dashboard (passenger side) so that a teacher can read and relay the information. No parent should go to the classroom to pick up a student during this time. It interferes with the flow of dismissal.

Aftercare is provided for students in Kindergarten – 8th grade and is held in the school gymnasium. Aftercare is $125 a month per student and will be billed with your monthly tuition. After school care will be offered Monday-Friday from 3:00pm with closing promptly at 5:30pm. A $1.00 per minute late fee will be charged for all children not picked up by 5:30pm. The school will provide an afternoon snack for your child.
Tardiness

After 8:00am, every student must report to the school office and be signed in by a parent or a designated representative. Students should not be tardy to school or class without a valid reason. All tardies, except for medical or dental appointments, are unexcused. Upon the fourth unexcused tardy of the nine-week grading period, a student will receive consequences for his tardiness.
Early Departures

If a student knows in advance that he must leave school early, he should bring a note to his teacher stating the date, time, and reason. The note must be signed by the parent and must have a phone number where the parent may be reached during the day. Students who become ill at school must check-out through the office.
Parents who find it necessary to check their child out during the day must come to the office, and have their child called from class. Parents must also fill out the Check-out Sheet. Parents should make every effort not to check their children out of school. Students checked-out of school before 12pm will be considered absent for the day. Doctor or dental appointments should be made during non-school hours when possible. 
Unless notified otherwise in writing by the custodial parent, only the custodial parent will be allowed to check-out a child from school.

Attendance and Absences
All students must be punctual and regular in attendance. Absences, check-outs and tardies will be excused for personal illness, illness or death in the immediate family, emergency medical or dental attention, other legitimate emergency situations with documented evidence or proof, and absences approved in advance by the principal. Absences, check-outs and tardies for other reasons are not excused. Parents are encouraged to call the school office by 8:30am when their children will be absent or tardy for any reason. Students that come to school after 11am are considered absent for the day.
Tutoring will be required for each class from which a student is absent for more than twenty-five days during the year in order for the student to advance to the next grade level. If a student is absent for more than thirty days per year the grade must be repeated. Students who are absent, checked-out, or tardy to school must bring a note to their teacher to determine if the absence, check-out, or tardy is excusable.

Make-Up Work Procedure

1. Those students who have excused absences may make-up missed work. Students returning to school after absences must check with their teachers on the day they return regarding any work missed. Students with excused absences will be allowed the number of days absent for turning in their make-up work. For example, a student absent three days who returns on Monday will have until Thursday to complete class work, homework, quizzes, and tests. A student who was present when a test or quiz was announced will be required to take the test or quiz on the day he returns. Written permission from the principal is required for additional days.

2. Make-up work for unexcused absences from school will not be allowed.

3. If a student has been absent for two consecutive days, make-up work may be requested on the second day. Please call the office to activate this procedure.

4. No tests will be given in advance of an absence unless otherwise approved by the principal.

5. Make-up tests must be taken after school and not during instructional class time.

Perfect Attendance

Perfect attendance awards will be presented only to those students who have not been absent during the school year. These awards will be given at the end of the year ceremony.

ACADEMIC POLICIES

Curriculum

The Rock School incorporates textbooks from various publishers in its day-to-day teaching curriculum.  Curriculum and textbooks in grades K-5 through high school are published by A Beka Book Publications; Bob Jones University Press; Sing, Spell, Read; and Write; and Saxon Math.  All of our textbooks are written from a Christian perspective.  These textbooks are based on sound scholarship, common sense and the Word of God.  They are used and supported by hundreds and even thousands of private Christian schools worldwide.  This curriculum and its correlated materials teach that math, grammar and spelling are all governed activities, and that history and science are both presented from a Godly point-of-view.

All of our courses are designed for the student who is at grade level.  We attempt to provide the student with the knowledge and skills appropriate for each grade and to challenge the gifted to pursue their studies at a greater depth.

The core of our curriculum – math, science, English, history, and Bible – remains the same from year-to-year.  However, due to many factors, electives offered by The Rock School may vary from one year to the next.

All Bible-based curriculums are based strictly on Bible text.  Church doctrine of any form will not be taught.
Homework

Homework is assigned to students to develop mental discipline, to provide practice in new skills, and reinforcement of previously learned material. It provides feedback to the teachers, so it can be determined how well the student has understood the information.

The amount of homework assigned will differ according to the grade level of the student.  Lower grades (those below the seventh (7th) grade) should average from ten (10) to fifteen (15) minutes of work per academic subject on nights when homework is assigned.  The junior and senior high grades will average from fifteen (15) to twenty-five (25) minutes per academic subject on homework nights.

Generally, homework is not assigned on special church service nights at The Rock, since these church services will affect most of our student body.  This rule does not apply to special services held at other area churches because the number of students that would be affected is minimal.

Homework Folders and Signed Papers

Teachers of students in grades Kindergarten-3 will send home students’ homework assignments each night in a homework folder. Important letters, conduct reports, and other papers will also be sent home in this folder to be reviewed, signed, and returned the next day. Parents are asked to help make sure the papers are signed and returned, as students who do not return signed papers may, after being warned, receive a discipline referral. 

Tutoring
After school tutoring is available to students whose teacher recommends extra help. These students will be tutored by their teacher. However, student led tutoring sessions are available to students upon written request.
Grading Policies
We seek to be consistent in our grading policy as a child progresses from one grade to the next, or from one subject to the next.  Obviously, the grading for some subjects tends to be more subjective than for others.  It is much more difficult to grade a creative writing assignment than it is to grade a math assignment.  The ways and means by which a student’s progress is measured will be consistent. 
A junior or senior high student’s average grade for a subject will be calculated as follows:

Homework/class work

20%


Quizzes

30%


Tests (research papers, major projects)
50%

Notebooks - Up to two (2) points added to the nine-week grade or up to five (5) points subtracted from it.
Elementary grade students will be graded in much the same way as secondary students.  Subject tests will count for the majority of their grade average, while quizzes, homework and other projects will collectively make up the difference.  The teacher may require notebooks.
Grading Scale
A
100-92

B
  91-83

C
  82-74

D
  73-65

F
  64-0

Conduct will be graded using the same grading scale. A student will receive 20 points a day for a total of 100 points a week in conduct. Points will be deducted from their daily conduct score due to undesirable behavior, which will affect the week’s conduct average. It is hoped that grades for conduct and work habits will be considered as important as academic grades. These grades do not affect a student’s overall GPA, but it will be considered as important as academic grades in determining those who are admitted to The Rock School and those who are allowed to remain.

Grade Reports
Communication between parents and the school faculty is vital. For that reason, weekly grade reports will be sent home every Monday reporting your child’s grades from the previous week. We will also issue progress reports every 4 ½ weeks and report cards every 9 weeks. 

Honor Roll
An honor roll list will be posted on the school bulletin board at the conclusion of each quarter. Awards will be given to students who have maintained honor roll for all four quarters. These awards will be given at the end of the year ceremony.

Standardized Achievement Tests 
The school administers a standardized test each April to its students in Kindergarten-12th grade. This test is basically an achievement test designed to measure students’ scholastic progress. The results are sent home at the end of the year with the final report card.

ACT and High School Code
All junior and seniors are required to take the ACT in the spring to be eligible to graduate their senior year. Seniors are required to take the ACT in the spring of their graduating year regardless if they have taken it before. Students must have all ACT scores reported to The Rock School directly from the testing service/agency by using The Rock School’s high school code of 011-901.

Grade Point Average (GPA)

Grade point average (GPA) is a major standard index of high school academic achievement used for admission to most colleges and universities. Grade points are assigned to semester letter grades for all classes according to the carried credit of each semester:     A- 4.0     B- 3.0     C- 2.0     D-1.0     F-0.0
Promotion Policy
Kindergarten Policy: Recommendations for promotion or retention are based on report card grades and progress in reading, writing, and mathematics.
1st-8th Grade Policy: If a student fails English, reading, or math for the year, he will be required to repeat that grade. An F average for the year in any other subject can possibly require summer school or tutoring.

9th-12th Grade Policy: Students who fail a class must retake the class in a summer school program in order to receive academic credit.
Graduation Requirements

Students graduating from The Rock School are required to complete a minimum of twenty-eight (28) academic credits in grades 9 - 12 to qualify for a diploma.  The graduate’s transcript will contain the following requirements.

1. Four (4) years of progressively advanced instruction in English.
2. Four (4) years of progressively advanced instruction in science, including one (1) course, which has included substantial laboratory requirements.

3. Four (4) years of progressively advanced instruction in mathematics, one (1) of which must be at the Algebra 1 and above level.

4. Four (4) years of instruction in social studies, including courses in American history, world history, economics and American government.

5. Four (4) years of instruction in physical education to include assessment, improvement and maintenance of personal fitness.

6. Four (4) years of instruction in Bible, to include real life situations and problems facing young people in their everyday life. 

7. Four (4) years of instruction in electives.
Diplomas
The Rock School awards three different types of diplomas.


Honors Diploma
GPA Above 3.5


Regular Diploma
GPA 2.0 - 3.4


Certificate of Graduation
GPA Below 2.0
College Information

Information regarding colleges and universities (entrance requirements, programs, costs, scholarships, etc.) is available from our high school counselor. The College Blue Book is an especially good source for scholarships, grants, and loans. 

Transcript Release
Transcripts of a student’s record will be released by the principal to educational institutions. No student will have transcripts released to any school unless his/her account is current.

Confidentiality of Records
In 1974 the U.S. Congress passed the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (P>L>93-380). The purpose of this act is to allow parents to have access to their children’s educational records while barring access to all other individuals who do not have legitimate educational interests in such records. Therefore The Rock School offers equal access to all school records to each student’s parents unless its administration is informed in writing of any restrictions placed on a non-custodial parent. In the absence of such written notification, the school will consider each parent of a child authorized to review and inspect that child’s school records.
Graduation
A graduation ceremony will be held at the conclusion of each school year in order to honor seniors who have successfully completed all requirements for the awarding of diplomas. All school rules, including dress code, apply during this time.

Academic Probation
Students should work at grade level to continue their education at The Rock School. Students who are not able to achieve this goal will be placed on academic probation. If a student has an “F” in English, reading, or math at the end of any 9-week period, the student will be placed on academic probation. At the end of the following 9 weeks, if the student has not brought the “F” up to a “D” or better, the student must be tutored. This tutoring will be at the parent’s expense.
Parent-Teacher Conference
Conferences with parents are important to teachers in the evaluation process. Requests for conferences may be made through the school via email or by calling the office. Parents have a better opportunity for having a successful conference when the teacher can plan for the conference in advance; therefore, parents must make appointments in advance for conferences with teachers or administrators. Please do not go by your child’s room in the morning before school or at the end of the school day to talk with the teacher without an appointment. These are busy times for our teachers.

Student and Parent Concerns Procedure
Concerns from students and/or parents should first be made to the appropriate teacher in writing or by appointment and then to the principal using the same procedure. If the situation concerns a teacher, the principal will consult the teacher and then the matter will be discussed in conference with both the parent/guardian and teacher. If the principal cannot settle the concern, the dean of the school will be asked to hear and resolve the issue. 
Should the above procedure fail to resolve the concern, the matter may be brought before the pastor.
DRESS CODE POLICIES

Dress Code
The spirit of our dress code for boys and girls is this – always be neat and modest.  We believe our students should look, act, and dress moderately.  Students need to adhere to the following dress code standards, which will be strictly enforced.  Unless designated otherwise, these standards apply AT ALL TIMES when on school grounds, including before and after school hours, and at all school functions.  Since the following standards/guidelines are not intended to cover every possibility, the principal will make the final decision regarding dress code compliance or any questionable clothing or style that is not specifically addressed in the current dress code.  
Boys Dress Code
Shirts:
No tank tops, sleeveless or bare midriffs.  Shirts must be buttoned.  Shirts must be worn for physical education.

Slacks:
Must be casual but conservative, traditional, plain, straight-leg, regular/classic or relaxed fit, and SIZED to the WAIST.  Must continue to be in good repair without holes or fringe for hems.  PANTS WILL BE WORN AT THE WAISTLINE and must not “sag” exposing underwear when sitting or standing.
Jeans:
Must be traditional, plain, straight-leg, regular/classic or relaxed fit, and SIZED to the WAIST. Must continue to be in good repair without holes or fringe for hems.  No slits at bottom of pant legs.  Moderation should be exercised in fitting slacks and jeans so they are neither tight nor baggy.  Length must be such that the pant leg does not extend more than 1 inch beneath the heel with shoe off.   PANTS WILL BE WORN AT THE WAISTLINE.

Shorts:
Must not be any shorter then 3 inches above kneecap. Must not be tight or form fitting.  No cutoff or frayed jeans.

Shoes:
Shoes are required at all times for students. Laces on shoes must remain tied.
Hair:
Must be kept neat and clean, reflecting proper grooming and regular trimming.   Hair should not extend below the collar in the back. Unusual hairstyles, colors or shaved heads are unacceptable.
Other:
Body piercing of any form (earrings, ear gauges, nose rings, tongue bars) or tattoos of any kind are not permitted.

Girls Dress Code
Blouses 

and Dresses:
Girls may wear blouses and dresses with or with out collars. Sleeveless blouses or dresses are at the discretion of the schools office, tank tops, midriffs, or spaghetti straps will not be allowed.   Clothing must also be modest in style and not tight or form fitted.  Clothing cannot show undergarments, cleavage, or reveal the belly section.
Skirts

and Dresses:
Must be modestly cut, loose fitting, no shorter than 2 inches from the floor when in a kneeling position.  Mini-skirts and cargo skirts are not permitted.  Slits in long skirts/dresses may be no higher than 2 inches above the knee.  Skirts and dresses also need to be modest, not tight or form fitted, to ensure modesty when seated in student desks.
Slacks:
Must be casual but conservative, traditional, plain, straight-leg, regular/classic or relaxed fit, and SIZED to the WAIST.  Must continue to be in good repair without holes or fringe for hems.  Spandex or stretch slacks are not allowed.  PANTS WILL BE WORN AT THE WAISTLINE.
Jeans:
Must be traditional, plain, straight-leg, regular/classic or relaxed fit, and SIZED to the WAIST. Must continue to be in good repair without holes or fringe for hems.  No slits at bottom of pant legs.  Moderation should be exercised in fitting slacks and jeans so they are neither tight nor baggy.  Length must be such that the pant leg does not extend more than 1 inch beneath the heel with shoe off.   PANTS WILL BE WORN AT THE WAISTLINE.

Shorts:
Must not be any shorter then 3 inches above kneecap. Must not be tight or form fitting.

Shoes:
Shoes are required at all times for students. Laces on shoes must remain tied and heels should be no higher than 2 inches.
Hair:
Must be kept neat and clean, reflecting proper grooming and regular trimming. Unusual hairstyles, colors or shaved heads are unacceptable.
Other:
Earrings must be of reasonable size and standard form.  Girls may have no more than two earrings per ear, and they must be in the earlobe area.  Ear gauges, nose rings, tongue bars, and tattoos of any kind are not permitted.
Other
The following will not be allowed:

1. Clothing that reveals the names of musical performers, the titles of their songs, or the lyrics of their songs.

2. Words or slogans that are suggestive, or of unknown meaning, or origin.

3. Pictures of characters (real or fiction) that have anything to do with the occult.

4. Symbols such as skulls, peace symbols, ying-yangs, anarchy symbols etc…

5. Items such as blankets, grills, chains etc…

6. No shirts with advertisements.

7. Sunglasses are not to be worn over the eyes or on the head when inside any building, or speaking to teachers, or school administrators.

8. Hats, or any other form of head coverings will not be worn in school buildings.
Backpacks
Backpacks must be mesh, clear or see through.

Dress for Physical Education
Students in grades 7-12 are required to dress out each day for physical education. The appropriate attire that is required is as follows:

Shirts: 

All 7-12 grade students are required to purchase Warrior shirts 
through the school. The prices are as follows:
Short Sleeve
$9.00
Long Sleeve
$10.00
Shorts/ Pants:
All 7-12 grade students are to wear athletic gym shorts, sweat pants or 
wind pants. The lengths stated in the dress code still apply to physical education attire.
Footwear:
Socks and tennis shoes are required
DISCIPLINE POLICIES
Classroom Rules
1. Be in your seat promptly at 8:00am.

2. Failure to have paper, pencils, or books needed will be the same as not having an    

    assignment completed on time.

3. Sit up straight with feet under the desk.

4. Raise your hand for permission to speak.

5. Obtain permission from the teacher before leaving your desk and get a hall pass before 
    leaving the room.

6. Do not sit on the desktops and tables or lean back in chairs or desks at any time while      

    in the classroom.

7. Do not write on the chalkboard unless directed to do so by the teacher.

8. Do not discard anything into the wastebaskets without permission during class.

9. Do not attend to personal grooming in class; i.e., combing hair, clipping fingernails, 
    applying or checking makeup, applying lotion, etc.

10. No gum chewing on school grounds.

11. No eating or open food containers in classroom.

12. During school assemblies the rules of the classroom are in effect.

13. Students will respect a teacher’s desk and work area. No student is permitted behind a 
      teacher’s desk or to remove items from the desk without permission.

14. Students are expected to treat their fellow peers and teachers with respect. Failure to 
      show a respectful attitude toward a teacher will result in immediate dismissal from 
      the classroom.
Discipline
In order for proper discipline to be administered in a child’s life, there must be unity and agreement among those who, by virtue of position or relationship, have been given authority over a child.  It is imperative that the family, the church, and the school are in agreement and mutually supportive of each other.  If one party belittles, tears down, obstructs, or in any way undermines the authority of the other parties, the foundation of Godly discipline is severely damaged.

If these three parties are going to come into agreement with each other, then there must first be a standard that all three can agree upon.  It is the desire of The Rock School to be joined with those parents and their children who are willing to come into agreement with what God is doing here.  No amount of discipline, correction, or instruction that we administer will be genuinely effective if you, the parent, do not support us in our efforts.  That support must not only be in what you say, but in the implementation of Godly discipline in the home as well.

Discipline is a teaching process and does not merely refer to the act of punishing disobedience. There are three parts in the discipline process, which include:

9. Instruction

10. Warning

11. Consequence

Each classroom teacher will provide students with instruction on specific classroom rules and procedures. Once learned, students will be expected to follow these with occasional reminders. Repeated misbehaviors will result in warnings, and finally, consequences.

Level I Offenses
· Minor disruptions in classroom, hallways, lunchroom and assemblies
· Minor disrespect

· Failure to return homework sheet or signed papers

· Repeated failure to bring a written excuse for an absence

· Patterns of missing homework (3 consecutive missed assignments)

· Gum, food, or drink in the main school building and classroom
· Unexcused tardies (upon the 4th of a nine week period)
· Repeated dress code violations

· Failure to bring appropriate materials to class

· Failure to turn in a cell phone

Actions taken for Level I offenses:

· K5-3rd Grade- temporary loss of privileges or time out

· 4th-12th Grade- 1 day detention

Level II Offenses
· Repeated level I offenses
· Second failure to turn in or use of a cell phone

· Fighting without personal injury
· Defiance or blatant disrespect

· Vandalism with property damage

· Leaving the campus without permission

· Lying

· Stealing

· Language infractions (vulgarity, gossip, slander, offensive slang, etc.)

· Public displays of affection

· Student driving violations

· Skipping school or class

· Inappropriate reading materials, music, pictures, etc. on school grounds.

Actions taken for Level II offenses:

· 1-3 day detention, or in-school suspension, or 1-3 day suspension

Level III Offenses
· Repeated level II offenses
· Fighting

· Malicious vandalism

· Drinking or possession of alcoholic beverages at any time

· Use or possession of tobacco products at any time

· Use or possession of illegal or unprescribed drugs at any time

· Sexual immorality

· Gambling

· Involvement in witchcraft, the occult, or astrology

· Possession of any weapon (whether real or fake) on school grounds

Actions taken for Level III offenses:

· 1-10 day suspension, or expulsion, or dismissal

Conduct Probation
A student may be assigned conduct probation at the discretion of the administration. Conduct probation may be assigned due to ongoing behavior problems and/or the nature of conduct concerns. When a student is assigned conduct probation, a letter will notify his/her parents. The letter will also explain the terms of the probation such as scheduled parent conferences. Any further visits to the office during that school year will jeopardize the student’s standing with the school. Any student who has been assigned conduct probation runs the risk of not being readmitted the following year. If the student continues to be a disciplinary problem, he/she may be asked to withdraw from the school. Any student exhibiting uncontrollable behavior will be sent home immediately and placed on conduct probation.
Items Forbidden

 The following items are not permitted on campus and will be confiscated: electronics, PDA’s, radios, MP3’s, iPods, CD/tape players, skateboards, cameras (unless otherwise approved), fireworks, stink or smoke bombs, toys or games not for instructional use, and any other items, which present danger to any person on campus or disrupt the educational process.
Weapons of any nature, including knives, box cutters, guns (even toy guns) are strictly forbidden on campus. No tobacco products, alcoholic beverages or illegal drugs may be brought at any time on campus. Any violation of the above will result in a minimum 3-day suspension from school.
Cell Phone Policy
In the state of Alabama it is illegal for student’s to have a cell phone in school facilities. Therefore NO CELL PHONES ARE ALLOWED in any school facilities. The following is our policy for violating this rule:

1. If a student is caught with a cell phone, it will be taken away and given to the office. The office will release the cell phone to the parent/ guardian only.
2. If you are caught a second time with a cell phone, you may be suspended for violation of a school rule and state law.
If a student must bring a cell phone to school, such as students’ that drive; the cell phone must be turned in to their homeroom teacher. The students’ cell phone will be returned at the end of the day.

Cheating/ Plagiarism
Honesty will be taught and praised throughout our school. Cheating on tests and school assignments will result in the following disciplinary action:

Cheating Policy:
Grades Kindergarten-3

First Offense: Ten points will be deducted from the test or assignment. A notice of concern will be sent home.

Second Offense: Fifty points will be deducted from the test or assignment and the student will receive a disciplinary office referral.

Third Offense: A zero will be given on the test or assignment and the student will receive another disciplinary office referral.

Cheating Policy:
Grades 4-12

First Offense: Fifty points will be deducted from the test or assignment. A notice of concern will be sent home.

Second Offense: A zero will be given on the test or assignment and the student will receive a disciplinary office referral.

Searches
Lockers, desks, and other school property remain the property of the school at all times and are subject to search at the discretion of the administration.

Administrators may search or authorize a search of the property of any student, including vehicles, when based upon facts supporting reasonable suspicion to believe a student is concealing prohibited material. When a specific search is conducted, except pursuant to life, health, and property, the student will be invited to be present during the search, which will be witnessed by one other school official.

Food Policy
Chewing gum is not allowed on the school grounds. No food is to be eaten anytime except during lunch period or before or after school and only in the designated eating areas. Food is not allowed to be carried from the designated eating areas. No canned or opened drinks may be brought into the classroom.
Students are discouraged to share food with other students since this assists in spreading germs and sickness.

Hall Pass
Students in all grades are not permitted to leave the classroom during the class periods unless they are accompanied by a teacher, or have a hall pass from a teacher or administrator.
GENERAL POLICIES

Dropping Off and Picking Up Your Child
When bringing your children to school or picking them up, you may drive to the beginning of the school walkway designated by 3 orange traffic cones.  When dropping off or picking up your child(ren), drive to the cones and let your child(ren) out or pick them up.  DO NOT HINDER THE FLOW OF TRAFFIC.  If you need to leave your vehicle or stay for a length of time, please use a parking space.  
Student Vehicles
Students driving vehicles to The Rock School must have a valid Alabama driver’s license. Students driving to school must have the vehicle registered with the school office. Once a student parks his vehicle on campus, it must remain parked throughout the school day. Students are to stay out of cars during the school day, including lunchtime. Reckless or careless driving, including excessive speed, will result in a loss of driving privileges. All vehicles must be parked in the designated student parking area.

Students driving to school must complete a Vehicle Registration Form, giving the vehicles license number and description. This form must be on file at the school office.

Meals, Snacks and Beverages
All elementary students must bring a morning snack or they may purchase a snack from the machine. They may either bring a packed lunch or purchase a hot lunch. 

If you choose to pack your child’s lunch, please pack a balanced and healthy meal limiting sugar and caffeine. Please do not allow your child to bring an energy drink. Energy drinks will not be permitted and students may not consume them at school.

Hot lunches are catered by local eateries. The lunch menu changes per month. The price for lunch does not include a drink. Therefore you will need to pack a drink for your child or they may purchase a drink from the machines.

Juice and snack machines will be available in the snack area.  Where as change is not always available, so please send the correct change with your child.

Lunch containers must be clearly marked on the outside with the student’s name.  Be sure to include napkins, eating utensils, etc.
Lunch boxes are not allowed to bear the following:

1. Names of rap or rock-and-roll performers, the titles of their songs or the lyrics of their songs.

2. Words or slogans that are suggestive or of unknown meaning or origin.

3. Pictures of characters (real or fictional) that have anything to do with the occult (i.e., Harry Potter, Twilight, video game characters, witches, ghosts, dragons, etc…).
Visiting The Rock School
Parents must enter the building at the office entrance through the side glass doors of the main building. All parents and visitors must report to the office and sign the Visitor’s Register and wear a visitor name badge while on the premises. If a parent needs to see his/her child, the student will be called to report to the office. While classroom visits by parents are encouraged, they must be scheduled in advance so as not to interrupt classroom instruction.

Student Illness/ Medication
Parents will be contacted by phone if their child becomes ill during the school day. Parents must make arrangements to pick up their child who have a temperature of 100.4 or higher or any symptoms of a contagious nature. Students must be fever free and vomiting free for twenty-four hours before returning to school.

Parents must sign medication forms provided by the school before any medication will be given at school. This includes prescription and nonprescription medications. Students will not be permitted to carry medications on their person except for inhalers and/or emergency type medication such as Epipen.
Prescription medications must be in a current, pharmacy-labeled bottle with the students’ names, doctors’ names, medication names, strengths, dosages, methods of delivery, and times to be given at school. Please do not send any medications to school in a ziplock bag.

When medication is a nonprescription (over the counter), it should be in original unopened, sealed containers. All manufactures’ labeling plus the students’ names should be clearly visible on the containers. Over-the-counter medications will not be provided by the school.
Controlled medications such as ADD medications should be delivered to school by parents. Students should never deliver these to school.
When medication is completed or at the end of the school year, parents should pick up any unused medication. If it is not picked up by the last day of school, it will be destroyed appropriately.
New forms must be completed every school year even if the medication has not changed. 

Parents must inform the school in writing of any health problems that might cause problems while children are at school.
Immunizations and Medical Procedures
Alabama Law requires that all students present to school officials a Certificate of Immunization (or exemption). The appropriate form may be obtained from your doctor or the Department of Public Health. A copy of the birth certificate is also required.

Students must stay home for certain contagious diseases.

1. Pink Eye- Students may return to school after taking the prescribed medication for 24 hours.

2. Strep Throat- Students may return to school after prescription medication has been taken for 24 hours and the student is fever free for 24 hours.

3. Head Lice- Students discovered to have lice are required to remain at home during treatment and must be cleared by a physician before returning to school.

4. Chicken Pox- Students must be kept out of school 5 days after the appearance of the first crop of vesicles or when all lesions have dried and scabbed over.

5. Fifth Disease- Symptoms include the “slapped cheek” appearance of the face. A lacy rash over the body may be present with or without fever. Students may return to school if no fever is present.

6. Meningitis- A bacterial infection of the membranes covering the brain and spinal cord. Students will be excluded from school until physicians release them to return to school.
7. Ring Worm- A fungal infection of the skin appearing as a round reddened lesion with a raised border which clears in the center as it enlarges. Students may return to school after treatment has begun.
Parties During Class 
Parties for elementary students will be planned and given by room parents at Thanksgiving, Christmas, Valentines Day, and Easter. The Rock School chooses not to celebrate Halloween. Our Christmas observance will focus on the birth of Jesus rather than Santa Claus and our Easter observance will focus on the resurrection of Christ rather than the Easter Bunny.

Birthday Parties
You may send cookies, cupcakes, or doughnuts to school for your child’s birthday. Treats will be served at lunch. Please notify the teacher at least a day in advance when you plan to send your child’s treats.
Special Deliveries
Balloons, flowers, and other gifts for special occasions may be delivered to the office for students, but they will not be given to students until the end of the school day.

Field Trips
Throughout the year, trips are planned for the enrichment of the educational experience. These trips constitute part of the school day. In most cases, student attendance is mandatory and constitutes a grade for class. Failure to attend will result in a grade of zero being given for that assignment. Students must have a completed Permission Slip signed by a parent returned to the school in order to attend. We cannot accept forms by fax or verbal permission by phone. It is the student’s responsibility to return the form to their teacher by the deadline. No exceptions will be made.
Picture Day
The Rock School takes spring school pictures. These pictures will be used in the yearbook and you will have the option to purchase your child’s portrait.

Student Telephone Use
School telephones are primarily for school related business.  Students may use school telephones only with permission from school office personnel.  The school cannot take or deliver personal messages for students, with the exception of special circumstances. (E.g.: change in transportation, medical appointment or work schedule)
Staff Contact
Faculty members are not always available because of their responsibilities.  To contact a staff member during the day, call the school office and leave a message.  Please refrain from calling faculty members at home. Faculty members should not discuss school related business after school hours.
High School Lockers
High school students have access to personal lockers.  The school does have the authority to check lockers at anytime.  The lockers are the property of the school and are to be used only in ways supportive of school policies.
Student Valuables
Students are urged not to wear expensive jewelry to school. The school cannot be responsible for any missing valuables. Students should not bring money to school unless it is needed for lunch or another school endorsed function.
Lost and Found
All personal items need to be marked with the student’s name. Items found in the school building will be turned in to the office. Lost articles, which are not claimed within a reasonable period of time, will be given to charity.

Work Permits
All employers in Alabama must keep on file a work permit for each employee under 18 years of age. Administrators of The Rock School can issue work permits to meet this requirement provided parents supply copies of birth certificates and social security numbers for those students.

Selective Service System Registration
All male U.S. citizens who are 18 through 25 years of age are required to register with the Selective Service. Young men may register at a post office or on-line at the Selective Service System web site, www.sss.gov.

Fire and Tornado Drills
There will be both announced and unannounced fire and tornado drills during the year. During these drills, students must stay in line, walk (no running), and be quiet. Each student is to remain with his/her class.

Inclement Weather and School Closing
In case of snow or other forms of inclement weather, the school will close and reopen at the discretion of the administration. Parents should listen to Mix 103.3, WSFA and WAKA-TV for announcements. These stations have agreed to let parents know if the school will be closed during questionable weather conditions. Usually stations only broadcast closings, so if you do not see that we are closed, we are open.

Child Custody
In cases where parents are divorced, an affidavit of the court must be supplied to the school office in order to document the official custody arrangements regarding children enrolled at the school. Upon request, the school will provide school records to both parents unless supplied with official documents prohibiting such. It is the parents’ responsibility to provide the school with updates. Only the custodial parent will be allowed to check-out a child from school unless the school has been otherwise notified in writing by the custodial parent.

Change of Residence
The Rock School’s administration believes in the importance of close working relationships with parents of our students. This is especially critical in terms of every student’s safety, health and security. As a result, all parents are required to notify the school promptly of any changes in addresses, phone numbers (home and work), or custodial arrangements that might occur during the course of the school year.

NON-ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

Yearbook
The Rock School publishes an annual yearbook. It is distributed at the beginning of the next school year. Order forms will be sent home in the spring to provide an opportunity to purchase a yearbook and place an advertisement in its pages.
Extracurricular Activities
The Rock School offers a variety of academic and non-academic clubs in which students can participate. Participation in these groups is optional, and students must be in good standing to be eligible.

Athletics
Students at The Rock School are eligible to compete in athletic events as part of the Alabama Christian Sports Conference (ACSC). For information on our athletic programs, see the Athletic Director.
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